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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  MAYOR
There  has  been  a lot of  talk  about  a new  city

center  and  works  building  going  on about  town

and  as rumors  go, some  of  it is true  and  some  of

it is about  as far  from  the  truth  as it can  get.  With

all of  the  talk  that  gets  back  to my  office,  even  I

wonder  what  is going  on. I hear  that  people  have

claimed  to have  seen  the  plans.  (We  have  no

plans,  so that  is untrue);  I have  heard  that  it is to

be called  "The  Dunn  Center"  (The  last  time  I

checked,  the name  of our  city  was  Elk  Ridge,

not  Dunn,  so that  is untrue).  Not  a single  person

has  called  or come  into  my  office  to ask  about

what  they  have  heard,  yet  the  rumors  get  more

and more  sensational  as they  get  passed  from

one  to another.  So I am going  to lay  it out  for

you.  These  are  the  facts  and  just  the  facts.

The  city  purchased  6 acres  of ground  on the

inside  corner  of  where  Goosenest  curves  and

Elk Ridge  Drive  continues  to go south.  This  new

property  is contiguous  to four  (4) parcels  that  the

city  has  owned.  That  now  makes  it one  big

parcel.  This  land  now  has  the  potential  to be

utilized  for  a new  city  center,  works  building,

park,  conference  uses,  family  gatherings,

possible  library,  sports  programs,  facilities  area

for  the  sanders  and  winter  salt,  storage  area  for

supplies  to maintain  the  city  infrastructures  and

some  of  the property  the  city  can  revenue  out  as

building  lots  for  a return  on our  investment.  The

city  also  owns  the  home  on that  property  and  we

did not  have  to purchase  it. It is presently  being

rented  out  to a fine  family  and  that  home  will

stay  as it is until  a new  city  center  can  be built.

The-current  city  center  is being  used  to the  max

and beyond.  Over  the  past  four  years  or more,  a

new  snow  plow  was  at the  top  of our  needs  list

and  after  prudent  saving  and  plhnning,  that  truck

was  purchased  last  December  and  delivered  to

us this  past  summer.  This  will  help  in keeping  up

with  the  three  new  miles  of roads  that  have  been

added  to our  system.  We  have  17.10  miles  of

road  in Elk Ridge  that  we  plow.  The  new  truck  is

stored  in the  back  bay  with  two  additional  trucks,

a backhoe,  street  sweeper,  mower  and  other

small  equipment.  We  have  used  all of  our  space.

Our  building  inspector  works  in a storage  area

for  his office  and  public  gatherings  of any

consequence  require  moving  the  fire  trucks  out

of the  bays  and  rearranging  tables  and  chairs  to

accommodate  those  who  desire  to attend.

Plans  for  the  current  building  would  be to turn  it

over  to the  Fire  Department,  EMS  group,

emergency  and  CERT  team  and  to have  an

office  for  the  Sheriff.  As the  community  grows,

we  will have  the  additional  volunteers  and  the

space  to keep  and  maintain  an ambulance.  This

will  allow  us to transport  injured  people  where

now,  we  are  limited  to on-site  care  until  an

ambulance  arrives.  This  growth  potential  also

mandates  that  we  plan  and acquire  additional

fire  equipment  as well  as replace  existing

equipment.  Future  needs  and  concerns  require

us to plan  now  for  what  will come.  It will  come

for  sure  and  we  do not  want  to be caught  off

guard  with  no options  to fill the  needs  as they

arise.  This  whole  process  is called  "planning  for

the  future"  and  it requires  thinking  of  things  as

they  can be, as well  as things  as they  presently

are.

So, with  these  facts  and  considerations  to

ponder,  it is only  practical  to do what  is best  for

the  community,  whatever  that  is.

I propose  that  in considering  how  to accomplish

the  task  and  challenge  of  these  needs,  that  this

be an activity  that  involves  as much  of  the

community  as possible.  We  have  $600,000.00  to

put into  the  project  right  now.  To make  this  work,

if started  in the  next  two  years,  it will  require

every  resident  to get  involved  to one  degree  or

another.  It means  that  the  professionals  that  we

have  here  in Elk  Ridge  in contracting,  plumbing,

electrical,  cement,  landscaping,  excavation,

design,  finish  work,  and  any  trade  that  will  help

accomplish  this  project,  will be encouraged  to

share  their  time  and  talents  to help  this  happen.

It means  that  anyone  willing  to pick  up a

hammer,  shovel  or  tool  that  you know  how  to

handle  will  be welcome  to participate.  If you

can't  do anything  physical  but  still  desire  to see

this  project  happen,  a financial  donation  for  the

project  will  be extremely  treasured.  What  we  are



proposing  here  is that  the  entire  community,  get

involved  in this  project  either  physically,  by

donation  or helping  through  fund  raising

opportunities.  This  project  when  underway

should  involve  everybody.

To remind  you  of the  facts,  we  have  the

property, $600,000.00  and the need for more
space,  both  park  and  building.  We  need  building

plans,  a project  plan  and  volunteers.

Sheriff's

Corner

ELK  RIDGE  EMERGENCY  DRILL:

Last  Saturday  I had  the  opportunity  to observe

your  Elk Ridge  Cert  Team  during  the  Mock

Disaster  Drill.  What  a great  organization  that

brings  the  basic  skills  together  to assist  you

when  normal  emergency  response  outside  your

city  will  not  be available  for  perhaps  hours  and

or days.  While  I was  there,  I observed  several

members  who  take  a personal  interest  in the

success  of  your  community  and  are  trying  their

best  to make  it a city  of readiness.  I have  seen

several  comminutes  have  mock  drills,  and  you

can  rest  assured,  Elk  Ridge  City  was  very

impressive.  It comes  from  the  willingness  of  the

people  involved  and  the  commitment  to their

community.  Great  Job!

Saturday  morning  you  should  have  gotten  a

recorded  message  reminding  you  of  the Elk

Ridge  City  Disaster  Drill.  This  is a new  program

purchased  by the Sheriff's  Department  which

has  the  ability  to call  all "land  line"  telephones  in

a given  area  within  a few  minutes.  To give  you

an example,  it can  call  from  1800  to 2400

residences  in an hour.  Saturday  morning  it

called  458  residences  in Elk  Ridge  in 17

minutes.  This  is a great  tool  which  can  be used

to evacuate,  or give  out  public  Safety

Emergency  Information  at anytime.  It only  takes

a few  minutes  to get  the  calls  started.  There  are

emergency  criteria  to initiate  the  service;

therefore,  it is not  for  civic  or religious

announcements.  There  are  also  only  a few  who

have  the  authority  to start  the  process.  The

feedback  I got  was  it worked.
REMINDER

Please  obey  the  jaw!  The sheriff

will  be  paying  attention  to people

that  speed  and  do not  stop  at

stop-signs.  The  sheriff  will  be

giving  out  fewer  warnings.

FRAUD:

I am amazed  every  week  when  I come  to work

and  find  out  the  amount  of people  who  provided

their  personal  information  over  the  phone  to

complete  strangers,  responding  to classified

adds  for  financial  problems,  and  over  the

internet.

Economic  times  are  hard  and  no doubt  we  could

all use  a little  extra  cash  in our  pockets,  but

there  is only  one  motivation  for  these  adds  and

it's called  money,  YOUR  MONEY!  lf you  have

any  doubts,  please  STOP,  WAIT,  and  CHECK

it OUT.  VERIFY!  VERIFY!  VERIFY!.  Don't  ask

them  for  references,  find  your  own.  That's  like

asking  Charles  Manson  to give  you three  names

of people  who  would  say  that  he is not  guilty.  If

you  need  the  money,  merchandise,  or service  so

soon,  then  it really  doesn't  sound  like  it's what

you  really  need.  You  can  always  shoot  me  an e-

mail  and  my  opinion  is always  free.

SERIOUS  PROBLEM:

Earlier  this  year  entry  was  made  into  unsecured

residences  through  the  garage  doors  etc.  I have

noticed  the  increase  in open  garage  doors  with

vehicles  gone  giving  the  appearance  that  no one

is around.  Even  if you  are  inside  your  home  with

your  garage  door  open  and,  your  vehicle  is

parked  inside  the  garage,  please  close  the  door.

Your  open  garage  door  is nothing  more  than  an

"Open  Inventory"  as to what  you  have,  and  who

is at home.  There  are  also  those  garage  doors

that  are  partially  left  open  about  a foot  so the

family  pet  can  go inside  and  out  freely.  I knew  a

thief  once  whose  nickname  was  "Squeeze".  He

was  so proud  of  his ability  to "Squeeze"  under

garage  doors  that  were  left  partially  opened.

Please  secure  your  residence.

WINTER  PARKING:

Elk  Ridge  City  has  an Ordinance  about  winter

parking  on the  city  streets.  The  purpose  of this

ordinance  is to allow  the  city  snow  plows  to get

their  job  done,  and  to assist  you  in your  travels

making  it as safe  as possible.  Last  year  was  not

a big problem  even  with  all of  the  snow  we  had.

This  is just  a reminder  the  time  has now  come

and  if we  start  our  good  habits  now,  it will  be

easier  later.  Thank  you!

Voice  your  proactive  concerns  directly  to me at:

jt1 95@yahoo.com.  Just include location of the
concern.  All others  please  call  dispatch  at 851-

41 00, and  report  the  incident  there.  I will  return

your  email  as soon  as possible  and  you  will

remain  anonymous.  Thank  You!
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Planning  Commission  Update

There  are  two  public  hearings  scheduled  for

November  13  at 7:00pm.  They  include

allowing  chickens  in all residential  areas  and

limiting  the  amount  of cats  as household  pets  to

a total  of 2.

*  Small  Hobby  Fowl  Code:  This  code  would

allow  chickens  to be raised  in all residential

areas  as pets  or hobby.  Currently  they  are

only  allowed  in areas  with  animal  rights

(Loafer  Canyon,  area  north  and  east  of

Canyon  View  DR  and  Park  DR, west

Goosenest  area).  The  proposed  code  would

allow  up to 15  chickens  on lots  that  are

11,000  sq ft. or larger.  It requires  a permit,

maintenance  of the pen  and  coop  areas,

setbacks  between  these  areas  and  other

homes,  and  specifically  excludes  roosters.

Also,  the  Pigeon  code  currently  on the  books

is being  reformatted  and  added  under  the

Small  Hobby  Fowl  Code.  Minor  changes  to it

are  proposed.

PLEASE  FILL  OUT  THE  SURVEY  ON

CHICKENS  & RETURN  BY  NOVEMBER  14.

*  Household  Pets  Code:  Currently  the  code

allows  household  pets  as "animals  ordinarily

permitted  to live  within  a residence,  such  as

dogs,  cats,  hamsters,  guinea  pigs,  canaries,

and  rabbits,  but  not  to include  chickens,

ducks,  snakes,  geese,  pigeons,  or other

domesticated  farm  variety  animals.  The  only

limit  on the  amount  of household  pets  is on

dogs,  you  can  have  a total  of  2. The

proposed  code  change  would  put  a limit  on

cats  to a total  of  2.

Landscape  Code

The  city  council  approved  changes  to the

landscaping  code.  A complete  copy  of the  3

page  code  is online  at www.elkridqecity.orq

under  links.  If you have  any  questions  about

how  this  affects  you,  please  call  us and  we  will

be glad  to help.  The  new  code  does  the

following:

New  Construction

*  Front  and  side  yards  must  be landscaped

within  2 years  of  occupancy  of  a new  home.

*  Rear  yards  must  adhere  to the  weed

abatement  code.

*  Landscaped  yards  must  be maintained  and

kept  free  of hazards  (broken  branches,  trees

into  the  streeUsidewalk,  etc.)

*  Commercial  properties  must  have  landscaping

Current  Residents

*  All  existing  homes  shall  be required  to

landscape  their  front  and  side  yards  within

2 years  of  the  passage  of  the  code.

*  The  code  passage  was  set  by the  council  for

3'l October  2008.

*  Rear  yards  must  still  adhere  to the  weed

abatement  code.

@ Landscaped  yards  must  be maintained  and

kept  free  of hazards  (broken  branches,  trees

into  the  streeUsidewalk,  etc.)

*  Gravel  shoulder  area  on non-curbed  streets

shall  be maintained  and  kept  weed  free.

Why  Make  People  Do  This

As stated  in earlier  newsletters,  this  change  is in

response  to one  of the  largest  complaints  the

city  receives  from  citizens.  Unkempt  yards  and

road  shoulder  areas  are  giving  the  city  a

rundown  feeling  as well  as making  it harder  for

others  to sell neighboring  homes.  It also  can

pose  a fire  danger,  create  noxious  weed

problems  in neighboring  yards,  and  contribute  to

rodent  and  insect  problems.  We  know  that

many  will  be grateful  that  the  city  is focusing  on

this  issue  and  that  there  will  be some  that  will

not  like  it all. The  citizens  that  attended  the

public  hearing  for  this  issue  were  all in favor  of

this  change.

Landscaping  Requirements

From  the  code:  "Landscaping  shall  include  the

treatment  of  the  ground  surface  with  live

materials  such  as, but  not  limited  to, sod,  grass,

ground  cover,  trees,  shrubs,  vines  and  other

growing  horticultural  plant."

Thanks  to  our  Eagle  Scouts

...for  their  wonderful  projects  which  enhance

and  benefit  the  community.  This  month  special

thanks  to Austin  Gunnerson,  who  planted  trees

around  the  new  city  water  tank;  and  to Jacob

Cozier,  who  donated  and  installed  a new  bench

at the  city  park.

Emergency  Preparedness  Corner
(continuation  of last  months  article  by Spencer  Sheets)

From  the Watchman  Magazine,  July  2008;  a

Report  of  the Commission  to Assess  the Threat

to the United  States  from  Electromagnetic  Pulse

(EMP)  Attack,  Executive  Report  2008

The  government  commissioned  a select  group

of  engineers  and  scientists  to study  this  problem

and  to ascertain  the  impact  of an EMP  event

upon  the  u.s. I have  condensed  this  200  page

report  into  just  a few  paragraphs  for  your

perusal.  The  full  report  provides  significant

detail,  which  I strongly  suggest  you  read;  it can

be found  by Googling  Government  EMP  Report.

The  first  item  in the  list  is a scant  summary  by

Watchman  Magazine  from  which  I've  gleaned
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some  of  the information  in this  letter.  The

second  item in the  list  is the  executive  summary

report.

The  following  is from  the magazine'

The Federal  Commission  to Assess  the Threat

to the United  States  from  Electromagnetic

Pulse  (EMP)  attack  has  completed  its findings.

The 200  page  report  brought  bleak  news  to

the nation  worried  about  security  akeady.  This

report  put  the damper  on any  good  news  for

those  watching  the current  trends  in the

country.  With  the border  fence  having  been  at

the "top  of  the must  do for  security  list",  many

have  been  wondering  where  the next  Leak in

the nations  proverbial  security  wall  will  come

fmm.

That  leak  is a big  one. The  news  is not  just

bad,  it is reaj  bad.  One  major  component  of

trouble,  one  which  Ihave  talked  about  in

shows  before  is the Electrical  grid.  This  grid

powers  and  empowers  everything  America

does.  Not  just  do we have  to think  about

hackers  via the internet  into  the system,  but

the headache  of  an EMP  as well.

According  to the  commissions  report2:

Should  significant  parts  of  the electrical

power  infrastructure  be lost  for  any

substantial  period  of  time,  the commission

believes  that  the consequences  are  likely  to

be catastrophic,  and  many  people  may

ultimately  die for  lack  of  the  basic  elements

necessary  to sustain  life in dense  urban  and

suburban  communities.

A former  NASA  official  commented:

The scariest  and  most  threatening  kind  of

EMP  attack  is initiated  by  the detonation  of  a

nuclear  weapon  at  high  altitude  in the  range  of

25 to 250  miles  above  the Earth's  surface.  The

immediate  effects  of  EMP  are  disruption  of,

and  damage  to, electronic  systems  and

electrical  infrastructure.  Such  a detonation

over  the middle  of  the continental  U.S.  "has

the capability  to produce  significant  damage  to

critical  infrastructures  that  support  the fabric  of

U.S.  society  and  the ability  of  the United

States  and  Western  nations  to project

influence  and  military  power.'.
WINTER  PARKING

Remember,  we are  going  into  winter,

snow-removal  mode.  There  will  be no

street  parking  allowed  from

November  1st to March  P.

If we are  in a weakened  state  because  our

infrastructure  is in shambles,  and  we  as

' Watchman  Magazine,  July  2008

2 Report  of  the Commission  to Assess  the

Threat  to the United  States  from

Electromagnetic  Pulse  (EMP)  Attack,  Executive

Report  2008

3 William  R. Graham,  as quoted  in Watchman

Magazine,  July  2008

individuals  and  families  are  unprepared,  then  we

are  subject  to aggressive  powers.  Regarding

the  military  status  the  report  states:

The end  of  the Cold  War  relaxed  the discipline

for  achieving  EMP  survivability  within  the

Department  of  Defense,  and  gave  rise  to the

perception  that  an erosion  of  EMP  survivability

of  military  forces  was  an acceptable  risk.  EMP

simulation  and  test  facilities  have  been

mothballed  or  dismantled,  and  research

concerning  EMP  phenomena,  hardening

design,  testing,  and  maintenance  has  been

substantially  decreased.  However,  the

emerging  threat  environment,  characterized  by

a wide  spectrum  of  actors  that  include  near-

peers,  established  nuclear  powers,  rogue

nations,  sub-national  groups,  and  terrorist

organizations  that  either  now  have  access  to

nuclear  weapons  and  ballistic  missiles  or  may

have  such  access  over  the next  15  years  have

combined  to place  the  risk  of  EMP  attack  and

adverse  consequences  on the US  to a level

that  is not  acceptable.4

From  the  above,  it should  be clear  we  need  to

be prepared  for  an EMP  by being  CERT  trained

to care  for  our  immediate  family,  friends  and

neighbors;  acquiring  sufficient  water  in barrels,

food  supplies,  health  commodities;  and  warm

clothing  and  fuel  for  a possible  winter  event.

As we  have  been  told  many  times:

If  ye  are  prepared,  ye shall  not  fear!

Increase  in  Garbage  Rates

There  will  be an increase  in your  garbage

charges  from  the city  due  to the fact  that  the

city's  provider,  Allied  Waste  Service,  has

increased  their  rates  as of  July  1, 2008.  The

garbage  fee  will  be increased  from  $10  per

month  to $1 I per  month.  There  will  be no

increase  in the  $5 charge  for  an extra
garbage  can.

An added  note  relating  to garbage  cans,  if your

garbage  can  is broken  or  damaged  pfease  cali

Allied  Waste  Service  at 785-5935.

4 Report  of  the Commission  to

Assess  the Threat  to the United

States  from  Electromagnetic

Pulse  (EMP)  Attack,  Executive

Report  2008,  page  47
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City  Code  Changes  regarding

Weapons  and  ATVs:

There  have  been  changes  in the city  code

regarding  regulations  controlling  the  discharge

of  firearms  and  weapons  within  city  limts;  and

regarding  the  allowance  of  off-road  vehicles  on

city  streets,  under  certain  conditions.  For  a copy

of the  ordinances  passed  by  the  city  council,

come  in or  call  the  city  offices  (423-2300)  or

refer  to the  city  web  site  at elkridgecity.org.

Road  Repair  in  Loafer  Canyon

The  city  has  been  working  on putting  curb  and

gutter  in Loafer  Canyon.  A special  thanks  to Elk

Ridge  citizen,  Alien  Anderson,  for  taking  a day

off  and helping  the  work  crew.

Note  from  the  Fire  Department

It is getting  to be that  time  of  year  when  we  think

about  charity  and  service  to our  friends  and

neighbors  and  hopefully  we  recount  our

blessings  of all the  things  we  have.  Perhaps  we

should  count  in those  blessings  all the

emergency  service  personnel  that  dedicate  so

much  time  each  year  to training,  preparing  and

practicing  for  any  emergency  that  may  come  to

be able  to assist  our  city  residents  when  an

emergency  hits.

Anyone  driving  on Park  Drive  the  night  of 15

OCT  08 would  have  been  a witness  to such

training  efforts  as the  members  of  the EMS  team

and Fire  department  preformed  an extrication  of

a victim  in a vehicle  that  had  collided  with  a

cement  barricade  while  avoiding  two  children

riding  bikes  in the  road.  This  training  gave

valuable  insight  on our  practices  to help  improve

our  response  and  care  of a patient.  Much  of the

success  on incidents,  both  pretend  and  real,  rely

on citizens  and  emergency  responders  working

together.  Here  are  a few  things  citizens  can  do

to aid rescuers:

1.  Be aware  of your  surroundings  and  in the

event  of an emergency  activate  the

emergency  response  system  by calling  9-1-

1. Be  able  to give  accurate  information

including  your  name,  the  address  of  where

you  are,  location  of  the  incident,  description

of  what  is going  on and  a phone  number

where  you  can  be reached.

2. Be safe  in the  circumstances  around  you.  If

there  are  conditions  that  exist  such  as icy

roads,  downed  power  lines  or other  hazards,

don't  put  yourself  inside  the  hazard  area  as

you will become  a victim  as well.  We  have

personnel  and  equipment  to handle  such

conditions.

3. Be willing  to stay  clear  of the  incident,  help

with  the needs  of rescuers,  but not  interfere.

When  things  happen  it is natural  to want  to

get  in and  see  what  is going  on and  in most

cases  too many  friend  and  neighbors  make

it difficult  for  rescuers  to do tasks  to help  the

injured.

4.  Become  a member  of  your  volunteer

emergency  services  groups.  Volunteers  are

always  needed,  especially  in our  community

where  life  seems  to run all of  us, more  help

would  never  be turned  down.

Anyone  interested  in becoming  an EMT  or

getting  involved  with  Emergency  Medical

Services  can  contact  any  city  EMT  or Glenn

Hunt  at 801-423-2078  or

eremtcptnpcomcast.net  and  get  an application

to the  city  offices.

ith the  change  of seasons  we  become

increasingly  busy  with  family  gatherings  and

holiday  greetings  so when  you  sit down  and  give

thanks  this  holiday  season  for  health,  family  and

your  surroundings,  include  the  dedicated

volunteers  who  help  protect  and  aid our  city.

We  have  had  multiple  problems  with  people

burning  within  the  city  and  outside  the  city

without  a burn  permit.  Burn  permits  need  to be

obtained  at the  city  office  and  can  only  be issued

by the  fire  chief  or authorized  representative,  or

outside  the  city,  through  the  County  Fire

Marshall  at 376-3601.
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